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Teaching news literacy with =~

Checkology®

Help students tell the difference between fact and fiction.




Today's students
are facing the
most challenging
information

landscape in
history.
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Young people
have a right to
news literacy
education
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Consider these findings from a 2019 study of 3,446 students:

* 96% didn’t consider why ties between a climate change

website and the fossil fuel industry might lessen the site’s
credibility.

¢ 68% couldn't tell the difference between news and
“sponsored content” (advertising) on a news site’s
homepage.

« 529/ believed that a grainy video of ballot-stuffing —
actually shot in Russia — was “strong evidence” of voter
fraud in the U.S.

Source: Stanford History Education Group's
The News Literacy Project | () @NewsLitProject "Students' Civic Online Reasoning" report (2019)



https://sheg.stanford.edu/students-civic-online-reasoning

What would a future
look like where students
are not able to discern
fact from fiction?
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What is news literacy? SO

“I learned that misinformation can be shown in many
different ways and you should always check the credibility
of a piece of media before you believe or share it.”

- Evan, 10th grade student
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Determine
the credibility
of information as

well as the credibility

of the source of
that information.
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Teachable skills

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ FIVE TYPES OF

INFORMATION
» Fact-checking , N

Berlin ight now .. protesting the covid hoax

Uses humor or exaggeration to critique or mock a Takes an image, a quote or other piece of content

Z -
g person, organization or policy — but is sometimes and puts it into a new, false context to change
- f - mistaken for genuine information. its meaning.

IMPOSTER CONTENT

t=8 Donald J. Trump

] [ ] Wow! Worst flood in 1000 years! Amazing!
n Experts say precedented! Flying to Texas to see it
. e I I I I g myselfl Exciting! Thy issouri for huge rally.

8383 18889 o n L)

- - - Falsely uses a well-known name, brand or logo to fool Is entirely made up and is designed to deceive you
m I S I n O r m i i t I O n people into believing that it is authentic content. into thinking that it's real.

ad MANIPULATED CONTENT

B

Makes changes in original material in an effort to deceive (for example, a photo or video that has been
doctored — had something added, deleted or otherwise changed — using editing tools).

The News Literacy Project
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Use the standards of
authoritative, fact-
based journalism in
deciding what to
trust, what to share
and what to act on.
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Multiple Credible Sources
Eyewitness, official, expert

Verification

The process of checking, confirming and
supporting information and facts

Avoidance of Bias

Presenting the facts and context in as fair and
accurate a manner as possible

Balance

Representing multiple sides of the issue, event or
controversy without giving unfair weight to one
side or point of view

Documentation
Documents, data, reports, video, photos or audio

Context

Presenting the facts in a way that makes their
meaning clear, fair and accurate

Fairness

Treating sources and subjects with appropriate
respect, and giving subjects a chance to share
their points of view or respond to any assertions or
allegations about them




Teachable skills
» Identifying the
standards of

quality
journalism

 Understanding
newsworthiness

 Understanding
news media bias

The News Literacy Project

Understanding

A type of bias in which the business or
advertising interests of a news outlet, or its
parent company, influence how — or even
whether — a story is reported.

A type of bias in which journalists’ perceptions of
an event or development as a major, important
story can cause them to miss key details and
misrepresent key facts.

A type of bias in which a
journalist’s political views
affect news coverage.

A type of bias in which race, gender,
ethnicity or other factors — such as culture
or economic class — affect news coverage.

A type of bias in which a journalist or news
outlet tries so hard to avoid appearing
biased that the coverage actually
misrepresents the facts.
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Understand the
importance of a free
press and interact with

news and other
information in ways that
promote engaged
participation in civic life.
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Teachable skills

e Identifying the
rights protected
by the First ﬁ

RELIGION SPEECH THE PRESS

Amendment

« Understanding
the journalist’s | e V4
watchdog role .

e Identifying the
four main ASSEMBLE PETITION
elements of press
freedom

The News Literacy Project



Checkology is a free tool to help educators
teach news literacy. It provides engaging
online learning experiences about today’s
challenging information landscape.

The News Literacy Project 13
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Why educators love
Checkology

“If I were in charge, Checkology would be part
of a national mandated curriculum for sure!”

- Aaron Feldstein, 72" grade social studies
teacher



Interactive lessons hosted by journalists, digital media experts

Filtering News and Information Navigating Today's Information Landscape
I} InfoZones * Branded Content
« " Whatis News? ~ Introduction to Algorithms

./ Be the Editor
How to Know What to Believe

Exercising Civic Freedoms 54 Understanding Bias

= The First Amendment B Misinformation

¥ | Democracy's Watchdog Arguments and Evidence

W8 Citizen Watchdogs & Practicing Quality Journalism
& Press Freedoms Around the World s¢ Conspiratorial Thinking

The News Literacy Project 15
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"InfoZones"

"Practicing Quality Journalism"
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https://vimeo.com/539278405/2db40918c9
https://vimeo.com/539285441/ebad1db97f

Class avatar

Pre-Assessment

SURVEY

One-to-Many Lesson Mode i
Pre/Post Assessment

g me— | | o= o Customizable settings

knowledge and measure conaete
learning gains for each Checkology
lesson you use. Anonymous aggregate

e e to suit remote, hybrid,

the platform. Co-Teachers

orr @O on e sl cochers and in-person classrooms.

have access to view and
evaluate student work
within this class.

D Jordan Maze

Shaelynn

Farnsworth
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Aisha Al-Muslim Elaine Aradl?a J 0 u rn a I i St Vi Sits to
The Wall Street Journal People S tu d e n tS th ro u g h th e

Newsroom to Classroom
program.

Joni Hirsch Blackman Hannah Bloch
West Suburban Living NPR

Magazine/freelance

The News Literacy Project 18



And more!

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Exercises

Game-like activities that
provide extra practice on
lesson content.

The News Literacy Project

Challenges

Quizzes that extend and
expand on concepts and
skills introduced in lessons.

The Check Center

A series of tools designed to
build skills and habits of
mind to detect and debunk
misinformation.

EDUCATION
Resources

Supplemental content,
student creation tools,
assessment links, transcripts
and more for both teachers
and students.
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Students enjoy it, too!

Students in my classes enjoyed using Checkology.

Answered: 226  Skipped: 901

Strongly agree

Neither agree
nor disagree

Disagree

Strongly
disagree

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Questions?
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Getting started on
Checkology

"I can't think of @ more important time in history to have
such an incredible resource available for students.”

- Mecca Sadler, High School English/EL Division Head



1. Go to checkology.org.

2. Register as an educator and
connect with your school.

3. Create your account using
email or a single sign-on
option.

The News Literacy Project

2| | checkology

checkology®

checkology®

o,

L

What is Checkology? Student Impact Start Learning Log in

. a
& ««

i -

Students

Iwill be using Checkology with my.
teacher.

Step 1: Select your school
— c—

Where do you teach?

School type*

Public school

Country/Region

United States

ZIP/postal code*
0000

Find your school*

st

Create your account

Register now

Sign in with Google

Sign in with Clever

or

Sign up using email

Already have an account? Log in.
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Once you have an educator account, you can begin...

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Creating your Adding Assigning a
first class. students. course.

Your course

Journalism
Class settings Edit
Students Manage
Report Download
© Assignments Evaluate

© View/edit course

The News Literacy Project 24



Register, explore, and
plan your first
Checkology lesson!

The News Literacy Project

Word Wall

e

Ad hominem

Context

Engagement bait

Eyewitness source

Fairness

False equivalence

Logical fallacies

Misinformation

o -

New Contest

Make an
InfoZones Quiz!

Gather a collection of real
examples of information and turn
them into a quiz to see if your
classmates, family members and

friends can correctly "zone" them.

Discuss: The First Amendment: Freedom

to Express
. by Teacher

Hey Class!

What did you think about The First Amendment lesson?
In this lesson we learned that just 2% of Americans can

name all five freedoms protected by the First
Amendment. Your assignment is to ask 10 people to
name all five freedoms and share your results here!

View Post
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For more info or support, please visit the:

checkKology®

HELP CENTER

checkology.zendesk.com/hc/en-us




Thank you.
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ﬁ /TheNewsLiteracyProject 0 @NewsLitProject G @NewsLitProject

@ LinkedIn.com/company/the-news-literacy-project @ @NewsLitProject

newslit.org



